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1. The Old Grammar School 

Kings Norton, Birmingham
This former Grammar School at Kings Norton
recently (2004) won a cash award from a TV
programme to pay for renovation, though it's 

been said that the previous year's winners have yet
to see the money!

2. Allison Street 

Just off Digbeth, Allison Street had (has?)
organisations intent on improving the environment
and way of life of the city, including Friends of the

Earth (the central building shown here) and
Pushbikes. There was, I remember, a secure

parking facility for the bicycles of shoppers and
visitors to the city, also a photographic processor
that was held in great regard by its customers.

3. Church Road Yardley 

Taken from the In Shops at the Swan Centre. 
I remember this corner and the In Shops as 
a thriving retail area but was saddened to 
see on TV that it has almost all closed now.

4. Coventry Road 

Small Heath, Birmingham
Photographed in or around Coventry Road in 
the vicinity of Birmingham City football club.
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8.Stratford Road/Warwick Road 

Sparkhill, Birmingham
Okay, I'll go with the majority and rename and

relocate it!

9. Sarehole Mill 

South Birmingham, UK
This old mill and the adjacent mini wilderness of
Moseley Bog were frequented by the author J R R
Tolkein and it is said to be the inspiration for some

of the locations in his famous publications, 
The Hobbit and Lord of the Rings.

10. Cannon Hill Park 

Edgbaston, Birmingham

11. Cannon Hill Park 

Edgbaston, Birmingham

12.Cannon Hill Park 

Edgbaston, Birmingham
"The 'Golden Lion Inn', a 16th century timbered

house from Deritend, Birmingham, was re-erected
in the park by the Birmingham Archaeological 

Society in 1911, to serve as a refreshment room
and cricket pavilion."

13. Kings Heath Park 14. Vintage Rolls-Royce 

Digbeth, Birmingham
Photographed in the Digbeth area during a 

vintage car run from Coventry to Birmingham.

15. Vintage Rolls-Royce 

Photographed in the Digbeth area during a 
vintage car run from Coventry to Birmingham.

16. Solihull 

Taken in the days when Solihull was a pleasure to
visit. I last went there ten years ago, when it had

become so anti-motorist that is has ceased to exist
as far as I'm concerned. Maybe I'll go some time in

the future with my Senior Citizen 'bus pass...

17. Field in Winter 

Sutton Coldfield
I had intended to photograph this view every month

to record its seasonal changes, but after two of 
them, the hedgerow in front of it had grown too

high!
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19. Wyndley Pool Sutton Park 

Canada Geese line up for the next race ...

20. Rope swing Gondolas 

Sutton Park
These were next to the car park inside Boldmere

Gate. Roundabouts and a car track have been
added since.

21. Sutton Park café 

The cheerful café that was at Bracebridge Pool,
Sutton Park. It was later replaced by a more

upmarket restaurant. In those days Sutton had not
yet been swallowed up by Birmingham.
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24. Bobby Brown's Sutton Park 

Twenty years later it had become Bobby Brown's
Restaurant.

25. Bobby Brown's Sutton Park 26. A Sutton gate

In Withy Hill Road, a nice piece of urban
"countryside" that has so far had to survive both

the Sutton By-Pass and the M6 Toll Road
undercutting it.

27. Sutton farm 

Sutton Coldfield

28. Barn Farm in the snow 

Sutton Coldfield
Not far from the back of the former Sutton Army

Barracks, this used to look like a thriving little farm
but I later found it in a sad state of dereliction. I

read that it is to be used by some youth
organisation. Update Jan 2008: 

It has now been demolished and St. Giles' Hospice
built upon the site.

29. Sutton Snowfield 

Taken behind the former army barracks in Sutton
Coldfield on a snowy day of the sort we haven't had
here for many years. Blizzards occur all around the
country but somehow manage to just miss this part

of the Midlands most winters.

30. Old bay window 

There were two of these in the house almost
opposite the Odeon Cinema in Sutton Coldfield. The

house has since been renovated but sadly the 
ornate windows have been replaced by a pair of

very mundane items.

31. South Parade Sutton Coldfield 

The smart arcade that was swallowed up by the
expansion of Sutton Public Library.

32. My MSS near Earlswood

Solihull, West Midlands
This was my Velocette MSS motorcycle in a

floodedlane near Earlswood. The 
Velocette was probably the best motorcycle ever to
be built in Birmingham, certainly much better than
either of the two BSAs that I had owned before. 
I'd love to be riding a thud-thud-thudder like that

great Velocette now. To think that I had been
poised ready to buy a Norton when they decided to 
up sticks and run off down south, suffering a well

deserved loss of trade.

33. My old Velocette MSS 

In response to a request, another picture of it.
When Veloce closed (the site of their Hall Green

factory is now covered in new housing), I worried
about the avail- ablility of spare parts and traded it,

with a Renault 4 car, towards the cost of a new
Suzuki T500R motorcycle.

34. BSA round tank 

A motorcycle made around 1920 by the
Birmingham Small Arms Company in 

Small Heath at its best. It later went on to make a
succession of mundane machines, with the

exception of the Gold Star clubman, which was so 
incredibly popular that they immediately stopped

making it - an early sign of the type of
management it was that was to throw in the towel 
when the Japanese motorcycle invasion came. Their

response to it was not to build big bikes that the
Japanese didn't have then, but some little 

'Dandy' models of the type that the Japanese were
infinitely better at! 

In their heyday, BSA had taken over local producers
of far better machines than theirs - notably Ariel
and Sunbeam - simply to stifle the competition. 

I owned two BSAs in the 1960s and in retrospect I
can only ask myself "Why?" 

It was sad when they closed down, but only for the
loss of workers' jobs. I certainly couldn't mourn the

disappearance of the BSA brand, because there 
are far more worthy cases for that, many, as noted

earlier, that were lost to the motorcyclist by the
direct action of this acquisitive firm.

35. Bromsgrove 

I photographed this old building in the markets area
of Bromsgrove and it was demolished very soon

afterwards.
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37. Bromsgrove Black Cross 

The Black Cross public house.

38. Bromsgrove Church steps 

The Church steps.

39. Bromsgrove Church steps 

The Church steps.

40. Bromsgrove Church steps 

...at the top, under the lych gate

41. Sandwell Valley 

West Bromwich, West Midlands
The Sandwell Valley leisure area was created from a
semi-rural zone between raised sections of the M5

and M6 near West Bromwich. A former 
brickworks was landscaped over and flooding

created a few lakes for recreation. This was taken in
the early days of this transformation, 

showing what looks like a brick kiln before it was
filled in. It's hard to believe now as it all looks fairly

natural when driving along Forge Lane, the road
that cuts through and services the recreation areas.

42. Sandwell Valley 

West Bromwich, West Midlands
A building ready for demolition to clear the area for
transforming it into Sandwell Country Park. One of
only two photos that I know to have been taken
with my 28mm Kiev lens, a very rare item as 

I now know, but I was unaware of it when I sold my
complete 4-lens outfit for £100 in the 1980s.

43. Sandwell Valley 

West Bromwich, West Midlands
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45. Prefabs Great Barr 

A row of prefabricated houses ("prefabs") which
were mass-produced, factory style, as a temporary

solution to the shortage of housing after WWII.
They were so well regarded by their inhabitants

that they lasted well beyond their planned life. This
row of them was in Walsall Road, Great Barr,

awaiting demolition.

46. Prefabs Great Barr 

One of the prefabs from inside.

47. Walsall 48. Walsall 

Bradford Street.


